
Discussing "The Problem of the Pacific
any !' tbc pouijessious held by

SHALL
in the Pacific be restored

U Uiat Psverf This is the question con-

sidered in the Problem ( I he I'ucifie, by
Mr. Charles Hrun.-do- n Fletcher, a promi-

nent Australian journalist, who vigorouJy
advocated the ef the Australian
polonies. as editor t' the Brisbane Corn-ti- er

in (Queensland, and who has been
associate editor of t lie Sydney Morntnf
RendU shire IMS. As might be expected,
the author ilim whim I the problem from an
Australian point of view, but his book is

hone ;hr less interesting on that account,
M it n veals iio trace of pro inciali-m- .
but ratliT tlie can-full- thought out con-

clusions of a scholarly student of world
politics, enlightened by a varied expe-

rience of life and extensive travel.
There - a preface hy Sir William Mac-Qtego- r,

who, without any disparagement
of the author, may he ilescribed as a
more rcniai kahlc man. It is often said
that a lintisli boy in modern times, un-

less favored by birth or inlltience, has no
sneb chance of advancement in life as is
enjoyed In the oorest Ann i lean youth;
but this notion is contradicted hy Sir
AYilliani laci ireiror's career. Horn in
Scotland, of plain eoplc, lie studied med-

icine and to eani his liviug as a
medical practitioner at Glasgow, where
lie became resident physician and surgeon
at the Royal Inlirinary. His lirst Gov-

ernment apointinent was in the line of
his prn e ion, being the position of med-

ical officer in the Seychelles, a pNf of
islands in tie Indian Ocean belonging to

CmI Britain, remarkable as the only

granitic in the tropics. Thence be
was Irmnrifened to Mauritius s surgeon
of the Ciwl Hospital at Port Iouis, and
from Mauritius he went to the Fiji Isl-

and in 1S75, a- - chief medical officer under
the colonial government.

I5y this time hig administrative abilities
had become so manifest that his services
wi re demanded in a diff rent, field, and
be relinquished medicine lor politics. His
first political office was that of High Com-

missioner of the Western I'acitic. There-

after hi- - public, life was a series of suc-

cessive promotions, as follows: Adminis-

trator of British New Guinea and subse-

quently Lieutenant-Governo- r of that
colony. Governor of Lagos, in West Af-

rica; Governor of Newfoundland, and
finally Governor of the Australian colony
of t,uee. inland, which office he held until
his ret i lenient from the public service.
Meantime, he had lieen made a Privy
Councillor of Great Britain, a Grand Com-

mander of the Order of St. Michael and
St. Geary and hail received honorary de-

crees from the universities of Cambridge,
Edinburgh and Aberdeen.

Una is doing pietty well for a raoib'st
Aberdeen medical student. His expe-

rience in the Pacific islands and New
Guini a qualify him exceptionally to judge
of the merits of Mr. Fletcher's book.

II.
Australia is so largely deendent upon

the trade of the Pacific that Australians
may justly claim a paramount right
araoi j: citiz ns of the British Kmpire to
be beard in reference to the future distn-bu- t;

in of power over the Pacific possess-

ion- of Germany. They preM'iit what
Mi nis to u- - a conclusive argument against
their restoration to German rule.

All possibility of this is doubtless now
past; though soma doubt may still have
i.visted when Mr. Fletcher was writing
his look. "The only way to make the
Parity -- ale." says Sir William Mac-!rcg-

in hi- - preface, ''will be to keep
political (icrmany out of it." He con-

cedes that under the British flap, 'which
outside tba fatherland he prefers to bis
own," 'he Gagman, taken as an individ-

ual, has been a goad colonist in the Pa-

cific; the (ienr.an merchant is descrilnd as
a well educated arid pleasant man who
an he thoroughly trusted in business, and

id' liie German scientist it is said that he
has contributed his fail' share to our stock
of knowhdgc of the Pacific; but in one
characteristic they are declared to lie all
alike: "They are all ready for a mil-

itary expedition egausst their neighbors
and tor booty." Indeed, Sir William
ilacOrcgor doubts whether (icrmany
could be kept in hand in the Pacific or
anvwhere else, everr if enrolled in the
proposed League of Nation--

"A Leag ic of Nations ni".y wi ll serve a
tcuiorar purpose, but tie natural his-

tory of iiiau. especially of the Herman,
make- - one doubt that sun a combination
can In- permanent." Th fact is rivalled

that Prince Hohenlohe. who was regarded
as one of the most honorable of modern
German statesmen, when h. had a British
gunboat placed at his dispcial to take him
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around the shores of the lyvant, studied
on the voyage how (icrmany could

Cyprus and check the influence of
the English in Syria and Asia Minor.

Sir William MacGregor's estimate of
the German merchant in the Pacific as
thoroughly trustworthy m business is
radically different from the unfavorable
opinion in regard to the German merchant
entertained in South America by those
Englishmen and Americans best ac-

quainted with the deceptive practices to
which they constantly in such cen-

tres of trade as Buenos Are-- . Monte- -

nleo and Hio Janeiro.
III.

Although the Pacific Ocean, considered
in its greaii-s- t extent, ranges through ISO

deg cos of longitude and nearly 18(1 de-gt- i.

of latitude, Mr. Fletcher says that
to in. st Europeans it has hardly been liet-t- T

known than the dark side ot' the moon.
Since the middle of the nineteenth cen-

tury its shores, continental and
smaller islands have been dominated
chiefly by four forces Cn cat Britain, the
Cnited States and Japan, acting in al

unity to promote the cause of
liberfy, and Germany, generally hostile
to freedom so hostile, Indeed, that she
had to be subdued to the uttermost if the
world was to be worth living in.

As a result of the great war the Herman,
Pacific colonies have been placed undef
provisional administration by the Domin-

ions erf Australia and Ntw Zealand, and
a that they are never to be

to Germany which may be re-

garded as a tolerably safe assumption a
secondary problem of the Pacific is how
they are to be governed in the future.
Whatever form of administration may
he adopted, Sir William Mactiregor says,
there are British officers in Australasia
competent to carry it out. In his judg-
ment the question of financial support for
the several Oovernmcnts that may lie set
up is likely to prove more difficult. New
Zealand is ready and willing to provide
for her share of the expense, but Austra-
lia, it seems, is inclined to place a por-

tion of the burden at least upon the Im
perial Government in England.

(ne objection to the extension of Aus-

tralian governmental methods to other
colonial possessions is the failure of Aus-

tralian statesmanship always to deal most
effectively and satisfactorily with the
problems of the Commonwealth itself : but
Mr. Fletcher is confident that "when the
time dflnes Australia wjll prove herself
quite capable of large responsibilities and
serious sacrifices; but she will require
the patience given to strong limbed, vig-

orous youngsters intent upon reading the
world their own way.''

No other Australian has done more than
Mr. William M. Hughes, the Prime Min-

ister of the Commonwealth, who recently
isited the Cnited States, toward the so-

lution of present day problems in the
Pacific; aud it would have been satisfac-
tory to have had an estimate of the char-

acter and achievements of this statesman
from a journalist like Mr. Fletcher, whose
judgments of prominent Australians in
public life must be acceptable to a large
constituency of newspaper readers. All
that we are told concerning the Prime
Minister, however, is that he would not
face the threatened peril of martial law
and civil war for the sake of forcing
compulsory military service upon the
Australian people; but. on the other hand,
that "one of the alilcst and wisest of Aus-

tralian publicists thinks that Mr. Hughes
saved the Commonwealth from revolution
by turning to the referendum." though
the referendum was bound to fail.

The end of the war has made the ques
tion academic; and Mr. Hughes can
point with pride to the tact that Austra-
lia contributed XIO.OOO men to the Brit-
ish armies, of whom ;"i7,f00 laid down
their lives in defence of civilization against
German aggression. Indeed, there were
more Australians in the single battle of
Porieres than there were British soldiers
under Wellington at Waterloo.

IV.
In commenting upon the importance id'

the Panama Canal to the mastery of the
Pacific, Mr. Fletcher attributes the ob-

stacles which President Roosevelt had to
overcome hugely to Teutonic intrigue in

the republic of Colombia, just as tier-man- y

has always been nt the bottom of
all the false alarms about war between
.Lipan and tins country, as was pointed
out by that accomplish'il American trav-

eller and ohtKmr, the late Price Collier,
nearly ten years ago. The prominence
of Panama y in the problems of the
Pacific reminds the author that Kir Fran-

cis Drake, an Englishman, was the first

of his countrymen to set sail upon the
largest of the earth's oceans, after he had
descried its waters from the branches of a
tree on the Isthmus. Many of our readers
will recall the gorgeous lines of Alfred
Noyes describing wlrat happened

"When on t lie highest ridge of that
st rang" land

I'ndcr the cloudless, blinding tropic blue,
Drake and his band of swarthy seam u

stood
With dazed eyes, gazing round them."

They had balled upon the verge of an un-

discovered world of waters of whose ex-

istence the earth they knew had given
them no hint..

"In front they could not see

What lay beyond the ridge. Only they
heard

Cries of the pointed birds troubling the
heat

And shivering through the woods; till
Francis Drake

Plunged through the bush, took hold upon
a tree.

The tallest near ibem. and chunk upward.
branch

By branch.

"And there as he swung dear alwive
The steep down forest on his womler- -

dering eyes,
Mile upon mile of rugged, shimmering

gold,
Burst the unknown, immeasurable sea.
Then he descended; and with a new voice

owed that, God helping, he would one
day plough

Those virgin waters with an English keel."
While the prevailing tone of 77ic Prob-

lem of the Pacific is serious, as such a
bonk should le, it is diversified by anec-
dotic and incidents illustrative or explana-
tory of the particular matter under dis-

cussion. The compiomise of the Oregon
dispute in 184(5 gave Puget Sound to the
Cnited States and what is now British
Colombia to (ire.it Britain. Mr. Fletcher

rIH ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE'S A

llittory of the Great TCnr has now
reached its fourth volume, which is de-

voted to the British campaign in France
and Flanders in 1017, culminating in "the
dramatic twofold battle of Cambiai."
Sir Arthur Ixgins this portion of what is
really becoming a "monumental history"
so far as bulk is concerned, with Hindcn-burg'- s

retreat along the Arras-Soisson- s

front, the advance of the Fourth and
Fifth armies, the capture of Bapaume
aud Perrone. all this leading up to the
battle of Arras of April 1!1 7. He
follows along through the operations in
the Arras sectors after the battle proper;
gives a chapter to the bottle of Mcssines
that opened with Plumer's blowing up
of the great mines so long in the making,
and follows this with four chapters, run-
ning to seventy pages in all, given to the
third battle of Ypres that began on July
31 and continued until November 10. Two
chapters picturing the battle of Cambmi,
where the tanks made their appearance
lor the first time in the war, brings this
volume to its end.

Of this engagement which liegnn so
brilliantly for tic British how the allied
World thrilled at Bj rig's success in the be-

ginning! and ended so lanel Doyle
write-- : "So ended the swaying fortunes
of this hard fought and dramatic battle,
beginning with a siirpri.se attack of the
British upon the Germans and ending hy
.in attack of the Germans upon the Brit
ish. which, if not a surprise to the com-

manders, at least produced sum" surpris-
ing and untoward results.

"'The balance of these varied actions
was greatly in favor of the British, and
yet it could not be denied thai something
of the glory and satisfaction of Byng's
splendid original victory were dimmed
by this epilogue, which
was only made less disastrous to the Brit-i-!- i

cause by the very heavy loss.-- ; which
their enemy incurred upon the northern
sector." One may well sunder if a Brit-

ish historian studying this battle fifty
years from now will take as much com-

fort as Doyle dix-- s out of those "very
heavy lossei" that were hi little com toil to
Us at the beginning of December, 117?

In his scheme of telling the iy of
the war Sir Arthur seirs to have agree:!
to make the western front of chief im-

portance, for in the first chapter of this
volume he gives only a page to summar't-in- g

the work of Gen. Maude in Mesopo-

tamia and of the beginning of the. cam

think- - that Puget Sound would still be

British if England had appreciated its im-

portance and prcs- - her claim more in-

sistently.
The story is that one ('apt. Cordon of

the royal navy was sent to observe and
report upon the probable value of Puget
Sound to Great Britain. "The Captain
went ashore to make a supreme test. He
ranted to see if the salmon in those

waters would rise to his tins! They de-

clined the British Hies; and because they
would not rise he reported again-- t the
country," thus losing for the Dominion of
Canada and the British Empire one of the
finest harbors in the world.

To show how far from autocratic were
the original ideals animating the senti-

ment for German unity among the Ger-

man people, the author quotes this re-

markable statement from ' Hermann Fer-nau- 's

latest book: "It is strange that the
song 'Dentachland Slier A lies1 was lirst
sung in Hamburg, on the occasion of a
manifestation in favor of the liberty of
the press." V.

It is manifest that the future of the
Pacific is largely dependent Uton the
political and social welfare of Australia;
and Mr. Fletcher recognizes that there has
lieen grave cause for disquietude on ac-

count of the radical tendencies of a strong
clement in the Labor party of the Com-

monwealth. He is confident, however,
that the counsels of wisdom will ultimately
prevail in dealing with the perplexing
problems that beset his country, and the
Pacific will Ik- blessed with the peace that
its name imports.

Tlis book is a most helpful contribution
to the of an important
subject, It is a curious fact, however,
that in such a work there should be no
mention of the interests of South America,
although the Pacific Ocean washes the
western coast of that continent from the
Isthmus of Panama to the Straits of Ma-

gellan.

TUG PROBLEM OF THE PACIFIC Br
C. Bki vsdon Flktciieb. Henry- Heir h
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Conan Doyle's War History

unsatisfactory

understanding

paign across the Sinai Dc-e- rt that was to
end so brilliantly in the taking of Jeru-
salem from the Turk. He makes a brief
reference to the German submarine cam-

paign that brought us into the war at
last, but he makes a conspicuous slip in
stating the Cnited States formally de-

clared war on April ,r, the real date lieing
the following day.

Of the general results of the cnr 1017
Doyle Bays; "It is certain, however, that
this year marked the period in which the
Allies gained n definite military ascen-
dency over the German forces, in spite of
tin- one great subsequent rally which had
its source in events which were beyond
the control of the western Powers."

Doubtless he men the Russian situ-
ation by this, but nth Lloyd George's
famous speech after the German drive of
March. 101S, began stfl fresh in the
memory this reviewer feels that Conan
Doyle is trying to shift the hlnme to
shoulders other than those Britons who
-- tood out so long against a united com-

mand, the one thing, together with Amer-
ica's aid, that won the war on land for
the Allies.

A HISTORY OF TlTl: QBEAT WAR :

VOLUME VOCR: THE BRITISH CAM-

PAIGN IN FRANCE AND FLANDERS.'
Bv Sin Arthi r i'osan Dovlk. George
I!. Deran Company. $2.."fl.

THE MARINES
And Other War Verse

ADOLPHE E. SMYLIE
" Rollicking, humorous verses,
some in dialect, of the Dertl-Do- gs

in France, these poems
itl Snulic's collection reflect the
daunllett vigor iml (joy good
nature of the

JV. Y. Tribune.
These French-Englis- h and
other verses of our fighters
and their allied pals, in
grim work or at play, con-
tain the human, appealing

stuff that touches
the right spot.

For sale at Putnam's and all
Other booksellers, $1.00 net.


